xviii                     ISLAND OF BALI

should have been helpless without the little Mala\ uc had

learned on board ship,

We had our first unforgettable jjlimpsc of Bali at dawn \vhcn
the little K.P.M. steamer approached Buleletig - a hijjh dark
peak reflected on a sea as smooth as jxilisJtcd strcl uith the sum-
mit of the cone hidden in dark, metallic clouds A% we were
rowed ashore, Btilclcng came out of the mist the eternal tin
roofs and dilapidated Chinese houses, the concrete steamship
office, and the scraggy coolies of every small port nf the Inches
landing on the primitive wooden pier, we reccncd the inevitable
welcome of Patimah, a gay and dignified middle-aged Balmcsc
" princess M from whom one rents a car to go to the siniih of the
island, Pattmah is a famous woman, tales go *ibmil that she
was saved by the Dutch from being burned ahvc at the cremation
of her husband, the king of Bali, The truth i* that she was visit"
ing in Bulcleng *it the time the Radja ' of Klmtgkmtg was killed
with his whole court when he opposed the Dutch army Patiinah
escapa! death by submitting quietly and remaining in BuSclcng
There she married a henpecked Mohammedan, change*! her re*
ligion and became the prosperous owner of a silver and brocade
shop and of a fleet of fine motor-cars for hire. The traveller itio
cumbs easily to ho* ehtrnif her lively seme of hwitKHir, and her
hospitality when she serves coffee on her veranda* ami tic seldom
fails to buy a hammered silver bowl or a brocade scarf. But twite
Babbitt has taught unsuspecting Patimah that a typioil Amen
can greeting is: 9> Shake the bottle! " followed by a ngntlouit
gesture of the hand. Hits is the only English she know*

After the coffee interlude the traveller it hurried into his car#
and while his baggage is being tied on, he is toU that he is going
to Den Pasar, the capita) of the South/1 emfcre of Balinete enC
tore/' where are the only large, comfortable hotek The etr
darts through nanows^^

crockery and cotton goods run by emaciated Chinae in under*
shirts or by Arabs with forbidding bbdc ksnk }wmm in